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I T E 2R ARSI AR AL B BNERTF G TAE, 5 A DR EIRE, A
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FR A BE A XU AR {0 33X A U AT HE R P ) S8 % . AR FRZ By R 48
ARYNGRIE Ty 5225 AR SO A 2ok 2280 b [ AR i I 1 & e T 7 L TR oy
PO AR T 52 Jkss (A ER R 58 8 2 8 I . © AR SO B 8 2400
f B EE IS 5T OB EGE AR R M A T E R

@O Wang Gungwu, “Two perspectives of Southeast Asian Studies: Singapore and China”, in
Locating Southeast Asia : Geographies of knowledge and politics of space, ed. Paul H. Kratoska,
Remco Raben and Henk Schulte Nordholt (Singapore: Singapore University Press, 2005) ; Saw Swee —
Hock, “A review of Southeast Asian Studies in China”, in Southeast Asian Studies in China , ed. Saw
Swee — Hock and John Wong (Singapore: ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, 2006); Liu Hong, “Sino —
Southeast Asian Studies: Towards an alternative paradigm”. Asian Studies Review 25, 3 (2001): 259-
83; Park Sa - Myung, “Southeast Asian Studies in China: Progress and problems”, in The historical
construction of Southeast Asian Studies: Korea and beyond . ed. Park Seung Woo and Victor T. King
(Singapore: ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, 2013).
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@ Leander Seah, “Between East Asia and Southeast Asia: Nanyang studies, Chinese migration,
and National Jinan University, 1927-1940”, Translocal Chinese: East Asian Perspectives 11, 1
(2017) . 31-3.
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g, BN, 2019 4F 6 H .ok A2 HIY 242 24 E AT MAAT T B ZR R 1
R LAFESs BRI TSR R S 0 =R, 2 a8 K2 BUE 2 I AL
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eIz R F 2R BSOS E AU XIS S AU A L 23 95 41 4U%

O A EBUNE TR OR R o« A ) GRS ] B2 R R 28 4 R AR 4 58
B BT SRR SR A AR T &8 s K% — . 2 W Jinghan Zeng, Yuefan Xiao and Shaun
Breslin, “Securing China’s core interests: The state of the debate in China”, International Af fairs 91,
2 (2015): 259-62; Jinghao Zhou, “China’s core interests and dilemma in foreign policy practice”.
Pacific Focus 34, 1 (2019): 33

©@ David Shambaugh, “U. S.-China rivalry in Southeast Asia: Power shift or competitive

coexistence?”, International Security 42, 4 (2018): 86-7.
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Experiencing Southeast Asian Studies in China: A reverse culture shock

Xie Kankan

Abstract: Southeast Asian Studies (SEAS) in China has experienced signifi-
cant changes in the past twenty years. China’s rising political and economic
power has stimulated growing demands for better understanding of the wider
world, resulting in the rapid development of area studies in recent years. Al-
though SEAS in China predated the relatively recent notion of ‘area studies’
by at least half a century, the boom in area studies has profoundly trans-
formed the field, most notably by attracting a large number of scholars to
conduct policy-relevant research. Not only does the ‘policy turn’ reflect
shifts of research paradigms in the field of SEAS, but it is also consistent
with some larger trends prevailing in China’s higher education sector and rap-
idly changing society in general. This article shows that SEAS in China has
grown even more imbalanced, as indicated by the rapid growth of language
programmes, absolute domination of short-term policy research, and further
marginalisation of humanistic subjects. To respond, Chinese universities
have adopted new approaches to SEAS depending on their distinct disciplina-
ry foundations, language coverage, faculty interests, and local governments’
policy preferences.

Keywords: Area Studies; Southeast Asian Studies; Policy Turn; Knowledge

Production
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